
 
Let me introduce you to the CBSG Directors:  

 

 

Dr. Robert Hall (Managing Director) 

RDH gained a PhD in plant biotechnology and enzymology (Edinburgh, UK) and has 

subsequently ca 25 years research experience, including 18 years project / group 

management experience.    He was Programme Manager in the first Phase of CBSG and has 

been Deputy Director of CBSG Phase 2 since Jan 2008. Within Plant Research International 

he has held posts as project leader, Cluster Leader and Head of Department. He is currently 

also Cluster Leader Metabolic Regulation within the BU Bioscience at PRI. His primary 

research activities are now centred on developing metabolomics technologies for application 

in plants for both science and industry. He has ca 120 publications of which ca 80 are in peer 

reviewed journals. He is also Coordinator of the EU project META-PHOR which is focused on 

developing novel metabolomics technologies and bioinformatics strategies for plants. He is on 

the Editorial Boards of three International journals and he is Secretary of the International 

Metabolomics Society.  

 

 

Prof. Francine Govers (Programme Director) 

Francine Govers is a molecular plant pathologist affiliated to Wageningen University. Her 

research deals with plant-microbe interactions and is focused at unraveling the mechanisms 

underlying pathogenicity in oomycetes, in particular in the potato late blight pathogen 

Phytophthora infestans. After obtaining her MSc degree in plant pathology at Wageningen 

University she continued at the same university as a PhD student studying the development 

of nitrogen fixing root nodules on leguminous plants. She graduated in 1987. After three years 

of postdoctoral research she became assistant professor at Wageningen University and has 

been leading the Phytophthora research group at the Laboratory of Phytopathology since 

then. In 2000 she received an Aspasia award from NWO and in 2008 she was honored with a 

personal professorship. During her career, she made a number of significant contributions to 



 
the field of molecular plant pathology and published over 100 peer reviewed articles, reviews, 

book chapters and commentaries. Noteworthy are the first publications describing gene 

silencing and functional gene analysis in Phytophthora infestans, the generation of the first 

molecular-genetic linkage maps culminating in the cloning of several avirulence loci, and the 

sequencing and annotation of oomycete genomes through international consortia. 

 

Prof. Gerco Angenent (Director of Technology and Ex ternal Affairs) 

Gerco Angenent (1960) studied Biology at the Wageningen University with a specialization in 

molecular biology and cell biology. He started his PhD in 1985 and studied the genome 

structure of plant viruses at the University of Leiden. He graduated in 1989 and continued his 

scientific career as a post-doc at the University of Utrecht, where he was involved in a 

research project on fructan metabolism in plants. Soon thereafter, in 1991, he returned to 

Wageningen, where he obtained a permanent position in the department of Developmental 

Biology of Plant Research International (PRI). Since then, he is studying developmental 

processes and is particularly interested how transcription factors control these processes. His 

current research group focuses on reproductive processes, such as the transition to flowering, 

floral organ development, embryogenesis, and fruit and seed formation. He has also 

connections with the Dutch Universities: he became endowed professor at the Radboud 

University in 2002 and since 2008 he has a personal chair at the Wageningen University. 

Furthermore, he is involved in several NGI programs, In CBSG as leader of the Technology 

Development cluster, in the Netherlands Proteomics Centre (NPC), where he is leading the 

Plant proteomics theme and in the Netherlands Consortium for Systems Biology (NCSB).  

 

 


